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FLOODPLAIN STATEMENT OF FINDINGS 
FOR THE 

UPPER CAÑON DE VALLE 
WATERSHED ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

IN TECHNICAL AREA 16 AT 
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 

LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 
 

November 3, 2017 
 

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) National Nuclear Security Administration, Los 
Alamos Field Office (NA-LA) 
 
ACTION: Floodplain Statement of Findings 
 
PROPOSED ACTION: The project is located in Technical Area (TA) 16 in the Cañon de Valle 
watershed adjacent to West Jemez Road and extending east-southeast to Crossroads Road. Storm 
water enters the site from the upper reaches of the Cañon de Valle watershed through a double 
barrel culvert under West Jemez Road. A channelized section of the watershed conveys water 
east-southeast from the culverts and then north paralleling Anchor Ranch Road. Currently, the 
channelized section shows a combination of steep, near vertical aggrading side slopes pushing 
sediments into the channel. Downstream of this area is a gravel access road where the crossing 
will be installed that has three culverts underneath it. Two culverts are completely buried in 
sediment from upstream areas. The third culvert remains operational. In past storm events, water 
has backed up from this area and flowed out on to Anchor Ranch road to the east of this crossing 
damaging LANL infrastructure in TA-16. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: The only viable alternative to the proposed action is a no action alternative. 
This alternative was not selected because it would not allow DOE to control the run-on of storm 
water by slowing water velocity and managing sediments from the upper Cañon de Valle 
watershed nor fulfill its requirements under the 2015 Settlement Agreement Compliance Order 
No HWB-14-20.1 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notification for actions within a floodplain area 
and request for comments was sent to appropriate government agencies, tribal , and groups and 
persons known to be interested in or potentially affected by the proposed floodplain action and 
posted October 12, 2017 in the Los Alamos National Laboratory Research Library Electronic 
Public Reading Room. Concurrently, access to the Floodplain Assessment for the Upper Cañon 
de Valle Watershed Enhancement Project in Technical Area 16 at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory was provided via http://permalink.lanl.gov/object/tr?what=info:lanl-repo/lareport/LA-UR-
17-27572 and hard copy placed at the Los Alamos National Laboratory Public Reading Room, 
located at 94 Cities of Gold Road, Pojoaque, New Mexico. No comments were received.  This 
                                                           
1 Settlement Agreement Number HWB-14-20 is the agreement between the Hazardous Waste Bureau of the 
New Mexico Environmental Department and the U.S. Department of Energy and Los Alamos National Security, 
LLC.  
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Floodplain Statement of Findings was prepared in accordance with Executive Order 11988: 
Floodplain Management and DOE implementing regulations 10 Code of Federal Regulations 
1022, and provides a summary of the results of the Floodplain Assessment. 
 
FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS: The proposed ground disturbance that is within the floodplain is 
approximately 0.7 acres in size. There will be negative, short-term effects to the floodplain from 
vehicle and heavy equipment access that will compact the soil and cause vegetation loss. The 
potential for erosion, sediment transport, and flood hazard will be lower at the completion of this 
project compared with preconstruction conditions. This project will not reduce the effectiveness 
of the natural floodplain processes. 
 
Negative, short-term effects from the project will be mitigated and minimized by the 
implementation of the following best management practices for work in floodplains during 
construction. 

• Support structures such as personnel trailers will not be installed within the floodplain. 
• Any disturbed areas will be revegetated with an appropriate native seed mix or plants 

within 30 days or at the beginning of the growing season after construction is completed. 
• Hazardous materials, chemicals, fuels, and oils will not be stored within the floodplain. 
• Work in a floodplain will not take place when the soil is too wet to adequately support 

equipment. 
• Equipment will be refueled at least 100 feet from any drainage, including dry arroyos. 

 
Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act restricts vegetation removal during the peak bird 
breeding season, May 15 through July 31, unless biological resources staff at LANL have 
conducted a nest check to ensure that there are no nesting birds present. If active nests are found, 
the nest tree or shrub will be left in place until the nesting is complete. 
 
This project will not affect the natural floodplain processes. DOE NA-LA has determined that 
this project will not result in long-term adverse impacts to the beneficial values of the 100-year 
floodplain. No negative effects to lives and property associated with floodplain disturbance are 
anticipated. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For further information on this proposed 
floodplain action contact Ms. Kristen Dors via email at Kristen.Dors@nnsa.doe.gov; fax (505) 
667-5948; or mail to Ms. Kristen Dors, NNSA Los Alamos Site Office, 3747 West Jemez Road, 
Los Alamos, NM 87544. 
 


